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the enemy had left in our hands. They came nearly all from
the district of Berg, and were very good, so I embodied them
in my regiment, for which this unexpected re-mount came
very conveniently.

I passed another month at Mons in perfect friendship
with the inhabitants, 'but the advance of the enemy's armies
became so serious that the French had to leave not only
Brussels, but all Belgium, and re-enter the frontiers of France
proper. I was ordered to bring the depot of my regiment to
Oambrai, where, with the horses which we had taken from the
Prussian Cossacks, I was able to replace in the ranks three
hundred good troopers returned from Leipzig, and thus to
form two fine squadrons, which, under Major Sigaldi, were
shortly sent to the army which the Emperor had assembled
in Champagne. They attracted notice there, and sustained
the credit of the 23rd Chasseurs, particularly at the battle of
Champaubert, where Captain Duplessis was killed.

I have always had a great predilection for the lance, a
terrible weapon in the hands of a good horseman. I therefore
obtained permission to distribute to my squadrons the lances
which the artillery officers could not bring away when they
evacuated the Rhine fortresses. So well were they appre-
ciated that several other cavalry regiments also asked for them,
and were glad to have got them.

The regimental depdts being obliged to move to the left
bank of the Seine to avoid falling into hands of the enemy,
mine went to Nogent-le-Roi. We had a good number of
troopers, but scarcely any horses. The Government was
making great efforts to collect some at Versailles, where a
central cavalry depdt had been created under the command
of General Pr6val. Like his predecessor, General Bourcier,
he understood the details of organisation much better than
war, of which he had seen very little. He discharged his
difficult duty very well; but as he could not improvise horses
or equipments, and was particular about not sending out any
but well-organised detachments, they went off very slowly.
I groaned over this, but no colonel could join the army with-
out an order from the Emperor, and, to economise his resourcesur victory was the three hundred and odd horses whichdoubt, have acted very differently if regularlandlord. They ill-treated him, plundered him,
